[Metabolism of tryptophan via the kynurenine pathway in saliva].
In this review, the role of the kynurenine pathway enzymes TDO (tryptophan 2,3 dioxygenase) and IDO (indoleamine 2,3 -dioxygenase) as well as the properties of the metabolites of kynurenine degradation present in human saliva described. The implications of these metabolites in the pathomechanism of tissue and organs dysfunction are demonstrated. The authors also describe at length the role of saliva kynurenine derivatives in the onset and development of periodontal disease in humans.